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Welcome to Social Studies 8!  This year we will be studying early American history- The US Constitution to Reconstruction.  Students will be asked to critically think, analyze multiple perspectives, work effectively in groups, use presentations skills, and much more.   Be ready to be challenged and supported.  
School Vision and Mission: Ewa Makai Middle School's vision is for all students, staff, and the community to empower, excel, and explore, together.  The school is striving to cultivate a safe, nourishing, and rich environment, to produce life-long learners, foster a sense of pride in our students, and to help our students to be productive and successful citizens in the futue.  
The Department of Education’s General Learner Outcomes (GLOs):

1) Self-Directed Learner                                 4) Quality Producer 

2) Community Contributor                            5) Effective Communicator  

3) Complex Thinker                                        6) Effective and Ethical User of Technology

The Course Objectives: 

· To assist students in acquiring the knowledge and skills in the Hawaii State Standards and Benchmarks and Common Core;
· To help instill a love and appreciation of learning;
· To encourage academic growth and personal responsibility;
· To promote active and informed citizenship.  
Grading Policy:

· Assignment Scale: (Please note the weight for each types of assessment)
· Formative Assessment 30%
· Homework, Classwork, etc. 

· Summative Assessment 70%

· Projects, Tests, Quizzes, CRs, etc.
Class Expectations/Procedures: To create a positive culture and safe classroom atmosphere, we 
will all abide by the expectations and procedures below.  Our classroom will be very student centered; 
it is important to realize early on that you will get out of class what you put into it.

· Tribes Agreements:

· Attentive Listening

· Mutual Respect

· Right to Pass
· Appreciations/ NO Put Downs

· Class: I will greet you at the door. Always come in silently and take out all of your social studies materials. Sit down in your assigned seat and begin working on the work assigned. This is not the time to mingle or loiter with friends or at the teacher’s desk. You will remain seated and working quietly until I dismiss you.  You may NOT pack up your things before this time. Push in your chairs and clean up the area around you before leaving class.

· Coming Prepared: Come to class prepared with all necessary materials and a positive attitude. (  The necessary materials for class include your binder with a designated Social Studies divider that holds your planner, your notebook, your completed assignments, pen/pencils, school ID, and all other supplies.  
· Participation & Quiet Signal: Participation in class is very important to your growth as a student.  Please be an active participant.  You need to know when to speak and when to listen.  You will always be encouraged to think for yourself and speak your mind in class. 
· Raise your hand and wait to be called on to speak in class.

· Always respect the opinions and answers of other students.  We will thank our classmates for their thoughts and insights.  

· In groups, all people should participate.
· When my hand is in the air, it is a signal to you to stop talking, moving, writing – in other words, freeze.  To demonstrate that you understand you need to be quiet, you will also raise your hand.      

·  All Assignments:
· All assignments should conform to the following standards:

· Please show pride in your work.
· Work needs to be organized and written in pencil or black/blue pen. 
· All non-typed work should be turned in on loose-leaf binder paper, free of torn, frayed or otherwise sloppy edges.
· Include a title or the topic of the assignment.

· All work should have the following heading on the top right corner of the page:

· First and Last Name
· Date
· Period (e.g. period 3)
· Wheel/Advisory Teacher

· Plagiarism Policy: Always complete your own work.  At a minimum, any type of plagiarism will earn you a zero on the assignment and a call home.  COPYING SOMEONE’S HOMEWORK IS PLAGIARISM!!! Both students involved will face the consequences. 
· There will be an opportunity to improve upon low scoring summative assessments via the Improvement Request and Planning Form. 
· Test and Quizzes: If you are out the day a test or quiz is assigned, it is YOUR responsibility to make up the test or quiz before/after school or during lunch.  If you receive a 70 or lower on a test you have the opportunity to complete one retake. However, you will need to meet with me prior to taking a retake. Talking or wandering eyes will not be permitted during quizzes and/or tests, if one of these activities occurs your paper will be taken away and you will receive a grade of a zero. 

· Make Up Work: Attendance is essential to your success as a student.  If you happen to miss a class, it is YOUR responsibility to attain the make-up work on the FIRST day you return to school.  Work will be accepted until the end of each unit of study. See me with any questions. 
· National History Day Project: National History Day is a national program for elementary and secondary students.  Students are required to create a project based on this year’s theme.  For this project, you will be analyzing primary and secondary sources in order to formulate an argument.  

After analyzing and interpreting their sources and drawing conclusions about their topics’ significance in history, students present their work in original papers, websites, exhibits, performances and documentaries. You will enter your projects into competitions in the spring at local, state and national levels where they are evaluated by professional historians and educators.  

· Passes Policy: Passes are issued on an extremely limited basis and will not be signed during the first and last ten minutes of class.  Your planner is your pass; if you don’t have a planner you won’t be going anywhere!  Please try to plan ahead and use the restroom and get a drink of water between classes, at recess, or at lunch. 

· School Rules: School rules listed in the planner will be followed at all times.  Remember no gum chewing is allowed on campus! 
Consequences: Please follow what is outlined in the  Wheel/Advisory Syllabus. 

Class Website: Please visit the class website! The class website will include helpful information.  This 

site is a great study tool and can help you if you are absent.  http://emms8c.weebly.com
Infinite Campus: Grades will be posted online for students and parents/guardians to check.  This is a wonderful tool to use to follow student progress.  I will do my best to update this at least every two weeks.  However, an assignment turned in on Thursday or Friday may not yet be imputed until the next week.  Large projects/papers will take an average of one week to input.  I encourage parents/guardians/students to email me at my school e-mail with any questions (and allow for a 24 hour response time).  Email is the most efficient way to contact me here at the school. 
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Grading Scale


A   90-100%


B   80-89%


C   70-79%


D   55-69 %


F    0-54%











